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Chapter VA-O wishes every motorcyclist out there to ride safe, especially, if they get caught in the rain. 

Check your tires, keep the right air pressure in both of them, and wear your frogtoggs or other gear that 

can keep you dry, and remember wet pavement is slick, so give plenty of time to stop. 
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FROM THE DESK OF THE CHAPTER DIRECTOR   

 
     On March 28, we held our annual ñBike Clinicò at Bruce and Pauline Ryans.  The day started out with a 

little rain but it cleared off and quite a lot of work got done.  By all indications, I think everyone had a good 

time and a few learned how to do some of the work like changing oil and filters to installing accessories.   

     April 4, we met at the Advance Auto store for our Relay for Life fund raiser which was a big success.  

Around 25 participants showed up to wash cars, so we split into different groups to wash and then to dry the 

cars as they came in which worked really smooth.  The women took care of collecting money and keeping the 

men straight.  It was a lot of work but it paid off, we made more than 900 dollars for the Relay for Life charity 

in around 4 hours.  Way to go VA-O! 

     April 11, we got the afternoon shift to wash cars from 1 to 4 and a group had done the morning shift.  We 

did ok but not as good as the week before.  I am sorry we had to wash cars on back to back weekends but we 

could not get April 25 because all spots were already taken by other groups.  I want to thank all that helped on 

these weekends you did a great job and between the weekends we made around $1,300 dollars for the Relay. 

     April 18, we visited VA-C for their Poker run.  We had a good time and enjoyed the ride set up for the 

Poker Run.  We took the largest GWRRA group in attendance with around 24 participants (way to go gang).   

     April 19, we visited VA-L for their After Tax Day Poker run.  The weather was beautiful and warm but 

when we got to our meeting place I became a little worried there were only five participants.  I guess I 

shouldnôt have worried but I did.  As we got to VA-L more of VA-O was already there and more arrived all 

toll we ended up with around 22 participants and the winner of the largest GWRRA chapter again.  Three for 

three keep it up VA-O; you really make my job fun when you show this kind of support to your chapter and 

other chapters in GWRRA.   

   Check your calendar of upcoming events and make plans now to be at your chapters rides.  Remember 

without you there, there would not be a need for a chapter. 

 

P.S.  Ice cream rides start May 5 be there or be square. 

 

 

 

Keep the Shiny Side UP and the rubber 

on the road. 

    
Joe Dickson, VA-O CD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meeting Changes:  May 17th and June 21st.  Please 
make note that this changes the normal scheduled 
monthly get together for May & June ONLY.  Please email 
me if you have any questions at widetrack48@cox.net.  

mailto:widetrack48@cox.net
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From the Desk of the Chapter Educator   
 

Hello VA-O Members and Friends.  Here are a few safe riding tips from the Motorcycle Safety Foundation. 

 

 QUICK TIPS: General Guidelines For Riding A Motorcycle Safely  

Be visible:  

Å Remember that motorists often have trouble seeing motorcycles and reacting in time.  

Å Make sure your headlight works and is on day and night.  

Å Use reflective strips or decals on your clothing and on your motorcycle.  

Å Be aware of the blind spots cars and trucks have.  

Å Flash your brake light when you are slowing down and before stopping.  

Å If a motorist doesnôt see you, donôt be afraid to use your horn.  

Dress for safety:  

Å Wear a quality helmet and eye protection.  

Å Wear bright clothing and a light-colored helmet.  

Å Wear leather or other thick, protective clothing.  

Å Choose long sleeves and pants, over-the-ankle boots, and gloves.  

Å Remember ï the only thing between you and the road is your protective gear.  

Apply effective mental strategies:  

Å Constantly search the road for changing conditions. Use MSFôs Search, Evaluate, Execute strategy (SEE
SM

) to 

increase time and space safety margins.  

Å Give yourself space and time to respond to other motoristsô actions.  

Å Give other motorists time and space to respond to you.  

Å Use lane positioning to be seen; ride in the part of a lane where you are most visible.  

Å Watch for turning vehicles.  

Å Signal your next move in advance.  
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Å Avoid weaving between lanes.  

Å Pretend youôre invisible, and ride extra defensively.  

Å Don't ride when you are tired or under the influence of alcohol or other drugs.  

Å Know and follow the rules of the road, and stick to the speed limit.  

Know your bik e and how to use it:  

Å Get formal training and take refresher courses.  

Å Practice. Develop your riding techniques before going into heavy traffic. Know how to handle your bike in 

conditions such as wet or sandy roads, high winds, and uneven surfaces.  

Remember: Give yourself space. People driving cars often just donôt see motorcycles. Even when drivers do 

see you, chances are theyôve never been on a motorcycle and canôt properly judge your speed.  

Article from msf-usa.org 10/06 

Continue to ride Safe 

Bill Lee 

Your Chapter Couple 2009 

Greetings from your Chapter Couple.   
 

What a beautiful weekend for riding on 18-19 April.  Sheran and I missed the VA-C Spring Thaw but we did 

participate in VA-Lôs Tax Day Poker Run.  It was a great day for riding, the chapter loaded up with 50/50 

winnings; Mike won big on the game prize raffles, the food was hot and the drinks were cold; what more 

could you ask for!  BUT WAIT, THEREôS MOREé The Chapter won largest group; Ken won furthest rider 

and Crab Claw won most experienced (oldest) rider.  What a great day! 

 

Although not a GWRRA event, I know many of you will be attending the Sock Hop next weekend, 25 April 

at the American Legion Post 25 in Hampton.  Itôs going to be a great time filled with classic 50/60 rock & 

roll.  Sheran and I look forward to seeing you all there.  Please help support Rick, who plays in the band 

ñSounds of Yesteryearò, and most importantly help support a local military organization.  God Bless our 

troops. 

 
  

Ollie & Sharen Oliver 
VA -O Chapter Couple 2009 
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Hi! Ya All,  

    We have had lots going on this month with primary events, charity support with car washes and motorcycle 

escorts, and preparation for the riding season.  Not to mention, ice cream rides coming very, very soon.  Just 

keep it safe out there on the roadways, keep happy, think happy thoughts, and just enjoy each otherôs 

company.  The VA plaque is now at VA-R in Harrisonburg and will be there on 2 May for capture, so letôs go 

capture it.   

 

Patrick Koehler  

  
 

Hi! You All Recycled Teen agers ,  
 
We may have missed VA -�&�·�V���6�S�U�L�Q�J���7�K�D�Z���D�Q�G���,�·�P���V�X�U�H���V�R�P�H���W�D�V�W�\���E�D�U�E�H�F�X�H�����E�X�W���Z�H���G�L�G���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���D���Y�H�U�\��
important charity called Tour de Cure.  As most of you know, Pat has insulin dependent diabetes so Tour de 
Cure is kind of a special event for us.  W e have been participating in Tour de Cure since 2001 and this year 
they really needed us because of bicyclists turnout was very good.  Lots of bicycles, lots of traffic, spells 
disaster without good escorts from other motorcyclists looking out on their beh alf.  We attend VA -�/�·�V���3�R�V�W���'�D�\��
Poker Run and our CD designated us as the leaders on the Poker Run.  Without tooting our own horns, we 
�D�F�W�X�D�O�O�\���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H�G���W�K�H���U�X�Q���Z�L�W�K���Q�R���´�2�µ���W�X�U�Q�V�������7�K�H���U�L�G�H���Z�D�V���J�U�H�D�W���Z�L�W�K���V�R�P�H���Q�L�F�H���U�R�D�G�V���H�[�F�H�S�W���W�K�H���T�X�L�F�N���´�6�µ��
turns under t he railroad tracks, but what is ERC for anyway?  Please keep in mind, our VA -O Casino Picnic 
which is 22 August (flyer is in this newsletter and on our website).  Please be sure to obtain some nice gifts for 
�W�K�H���´�K�R�W�µ���E�L�G�G�L�Q�J���R�Q���S�U�L�]�H�V���D�Q�G���O�H�W���P�H���N�Q�R�Z���Y�L�D��email ( bubblesvao@cox.net ) or give me a call (463 -8005) so I 
can keep track of what we have.  There will also be another dessert auction so get those sweets ready.  
 

Debbie Koehler 
VA-O Event Coordinator 
 
 

An Invite  

To our VAO Family,  
  
Mike and I would like to extend an invitation to those heading to Wing Ding in Tulsa, 
OK for a few hours/days of rest and relaxation at our humble abode.   We have plenty 
of room for your bikes and trailers; there will be plenty of foo d and drink, a hot tub to 
get the kinks out and someplace to rest your road weary bones.  
  
We have 50 acres so if you're bringing your home (camper) you are welcome to set up 
where you want (we have 2 areas cleared and the rest are trees).  
  
Our address is :  

33805 County Road 6190  

Edgar Springs, MO   65462  


