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FROM THE DESK OF THE CHAPTER DIRECTOR

February has been a furonth for VA-O. We started with a ride to Valentine, VA to mail, of all
things, Valentine cards and then on to Ralphods B
hard to believe, we ate lunch. The weather was great; sun no rain ortfofae@s and not a cloud in the
sky. I know by the time you read this you will have found out that myd=y caused me to drop my bike :)

As anyone who has taken therider course knows it is always the-gders fault when something happens
with themotorcycle, | rest my case.

Next quite a few VA participants attended Wingless Weekend in Williamsburg VA whet® \téok
third place in Chapter games and some of®@Anembers formed another team so everyone could play with
VA-K and VA-A. The KOA tean took first place in Chapter games. At the dinner Saturday nighdVA
collected 50 dollars for the chapter for winning in the games. You really missed a good time if you missed
Wingless Weekend.

At the Dinner Saturday night the District Director annadthe new District Couple, the chapter
couldnodét have been any more proud when our very
new District Couple, | know they will do the chapter proud and will be a great district couple, now on to
Region. At Winglessalotof VAO me mber s | earned a new card game
to Tammy or Ray Pierce ask them how they liked the game, or maybe you need to talk to Jim and Joyce
Keller, then try Susan or John Murphy. We all had funrikiiecause we played cards Friday night then
again Saturday night and more people joined in. | almost forgot that Friday night the chapter bought as grot
50/50 tickets and won the big pot.

February 15, we visited Chapter B for their Polar Bear Rife.had 24 at the run even though the
weat her was a Ilittle chilly. ABO set up a great
mid afternoon it was real pleasant for the ride home.

Over all for a winter month it has been busy @r@n only get busier as riding season gets warmer.
Remember to check the schedule for upcoming rides and if you can see an open date on the schedule and |
an idea for a ride that you think the Chapter would like, please let me or one of thesta#ridhwe will try
to arrange it. Remember the Chapter is here for you and without you there would not be a need for the
Chapter.

Keep the Shiny Side Up and the rubber on the road,

Meeting Changes: May 17 and June 21t Please

make note that this changes the normal scheduled
Joe fASilver Foxo0 |Umonthlygettogether for May & June ONLY. Pleasaie

me if you haveny questions atvidetrack48@cox.net
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From the Desk of the Chapter Educatowﬂ

Motorcycle Safety in the Spring is a necessity to keep you and/or yaidersafe, here are some tips extracted from
an article written by Raynald Merchand, General Mana

Dondét become sdrsantoiyaitowrchandsihe edlity is that it i$ ultimately up to you, the rider, to take
every precaution to avoid collisions and falls.

Here areeight safety tipsto get you to your destination safely. . .&

1. Take professional rider training. There is no
substitute for a skilled rider with a proper safety
attitude.

2. Wear an approved motorcycle helmet and fasten it
properly. Most crashes happen at speadsund
50km/h and helmets are very effective at preventing
head injuries at those speeds.

3. Wear highly visible clothing (especially at night) and
make sure that your headlight is functioning properly.
Always wear protective clothing and protective gear.

4. Communicate with drivers in other vehicles by using proper signals, lane positions and brakghts. Try
to establish eye contact with the other drivers whenever possible.

5. Keep an adequate space cushion when following, being followed, sharing your lane, passitiger vehicles
or being passed. Slow down and respect the hazards of speed accordingdand weather conditions.

Many single vehicle motorcycle collisions occur from speedimdj losing control in a curve or in a situation of
unpredictable vehicle behaviour.

6. Scan your course of travel 12 to 15 seconds ahead so you can identify and avoid pidéhazards.

Predict what you might do if a dangerous situation presents ifBei$. gives you time to mentally prepare a
safe outcomeYou can also practice evasive maneuvers under superinsgatiuded areas, to develop
instinctive reactions.

7. Remain alert, keep hydrated and pace yourself.Y our motorcycle driving is directly related your physical
and mental stateAlso, always look twice before advancing througtersections. It may save you from a
collisiolni gt hr iintrealrusn ears oil ef

8. Limit the distance of your trip. A distance of 300 to 500 km/day will let you enjoy the trip atap for much
needed breaks.

Taking someone along for a ride?Make sure that you are an experienced driver, that you know your motorcycle and
its limitations and that you have developed your risk awareness skils. passenger must wear a helmet and

protective gear.Your passenger must also understand what is expected of him or her while riding with you, such as
leaning the same amount amdtlhe same direction as the ridétassengers should also keep their feet on the foot pegs
at all times and hold onto the rider with a hand on

Riding with a Group? Keep the group small; three to five riders per group stee# managelarger groups may

cause other road users to take unnecessary chaviaest gr oup ri di ng i s Tohisfoenatiom a
recommends specific rider positions and distance between riders, making the group highly vishfe.ate most
experienced drivers would lead and take the last posifibere must be a clear understanding of the route with
planned stopsThere should also be a couple hand gestures to allow for communication for warnings or changes in
formation. Remember to ride consistently at a safe pace and never allow yourself to ride beyond your level of
competence or comfort.
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Here is another note: Remember that Spring is the time forth&4 t er wor d cal |l ed ARai no
thunderstormd, i ght ni ng, so check weather before you head ou
pavement or storms.

Ride Safe,

Bill Lee

Your Chapter Couple 20®

Greetings from your 2@Couple of the Year®

Congratulations to Pat & Debbie Koehler
2009 VA District Couple of the Year

Sheran and | participated in Saturdayds events a
with a meet & greet for all i Cnopeatipd far BistrictfCouplénaan Y e ar

opportunity to meet the judges. This was a wonderful opportunity to meet pgstesent couples ranging
from Chapter through International Couple of the Year.

There were two couples this year seeking to expand their responsibilities to the District level; our very own
Pat & Debbie Koehler and Al & Karla Dobbs from Chapter B. After the meet &,dheetwo couple began

the formal selection process which includedraibute presentation about themselves, one question which the
couples were provided in advance, and on¢herspot question. Both couples did an outstanding job of
representing themselves and their pecsipe chapters. However we would have to wait until the banquet
later that evening to know who our new VA District Couple of the Year would be.

During the afternoon, we participated in the Chapter Games. AlthougB WAy finished 3 out of 5 teams,
we all had a blast! We even got to eat the oranges used in one of the games.

As with every GWRRA dinner Sheran and | have attended, a great time was had by all attendees. The food
was good, the company was great, and announcement of the VA Distride ©btipe Year brought all of

the 2009 VA District Couple of the Year. Please be sure to congratulate new District Couple when you see
them.

On Sundg February 15 your COY participated in the Chay@gd?olar Bear Run. Although the overall
temperature was in the |l ower 40s the wind childl
for a very good reason! Sheran said that it woulddydast unless | purchased some Gerbing heated gear.
Guess what shebés getting for Christmas this year

dlie & Shan®liver
VA -O Chapter Couple 200 9
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This is the month to take that sweetheart, wife, significant other, companion, etc for a ride on your
motorcycle. Take that special someone to a romantic spot while feeling the wéthetbreeze on your
face, and yes have a windshield or visor for you
with the warmer weather (Hee, Hee). Take her for the rithedife, a honeymoon spot, a spot where you

rode before when ghromance was hot, hot, and hot! Just the two of you have fun, sharing the memories,
riding, living, and enjoying life. Remember we ride to eat and eat to ride, but we also ride for enjoyment,
comfort, for the love of it and each other. May this Valeatnonth find you and that special someone closer
together than ever before, ride safe, ride often, and love for the moment.

Patrick Koehler

Event @ﬁfﬁiﬁ&iﬁt Nate

Well VA-O Friends,

The Casino Picnic is on 22 August 2009 at New Quarter Park. The flyer is in the newslet ter and will be placed

on our website. Start making your plans now to attend. We have a full year ahead of us. Our calendar is

filling up fast, zoom, zoom, zoom with VA  -O and District. | would like to thank everyone for their

congratulations, support, and best wishes that we have received. | will need lots of help to make our primary

event a success, so if there is something specific you would like to do for games, please let me know now. All

you ladies get your favorite recopies together because we w ill have another dessert auction, except this time

we wi || have people bid against each other with real mone)
there. | know Pat will be bidding, especially if there are pies involved or black forest cake. Lots of events are

going and already have been placed on the schedule by your CD, so enjoy and have fun riding that

motorcycle.

Debbie Koehler
VA-O Event Coordinator

WINGLESS WEEKEND 2009
Karrin W. Frankie

Wingless Weekend was held-08 February in Williamslrg at the Hospitality House and this year the
weather was beautiful. \V\® only had twentithree members this year but what a great time we all had doing

many thingsA bi g surprise to everyone, we had ouwdy i me
Miller. | knew they were coming but kept it a secret even from Joe! For new members, this couple was the
Assi stant Chapter Directords until Mi ke retired

Friday night many did their own thing for diar. Joe and | went to the Red Lobster with Ken Breen, Mike
Valet and Mike Kelly from New Jersey. Then all headed back to the hotel to see the Masquerade Costumes
and skits. There were some great costumes and many went all out to get all dressddsupvient. Chapter
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C won the skit again this year and they do a great job. As usual with the 50/50 tickets, many went in togethe
and VA-O won the largest money with $107.00!

Then most of VAO went up to the Hospitality Room to play a great new camtkeghaat Joe, Jim, Joyce and |
| earned up at Edo6s Bi ke Giveaway called APass th
to the size of the group, we played until about midnight! Jim Keller was the big winner.

Saturday we headed down for fieuple of the Year Competition at 9AM where Pat and Debbie were up first
and the only other couple was Al and Karla Dobbins fromB/ABoth did a great job so we all knew the

judges would have a hard time. Then several ladies (Sandy, Tammie, Debla@, &itel) headed down to

Duke of Gloucester to shop and ended up having lunch since we needed to get back to the hotel by 2PM for
the Chapter Games. If you have never witnessed these games, you must attend Wingless next year to see
friends make fod of themselves to help our chapter win some money! This year there were only four teams.
This year, the games were:

*Rol Il ing an orange across the room using an o

*Going across the room and picking a pretzel on a straw and bringing it back and giving it to the
next member without using your hands!

*Going across the room and picking up one or a few dried beans in a plastic spoon held in your moutt
and bringing it back and giving them to the nes@mber without using your hands!

*Going across the room with a rubber band on your head with a bolt hanging from a sting and you ha
to put the bolt into a PVC pipe and then going back and giving the rubber band to the next member
without using your hands

*Going across the room with a rubber band on your head with a bolt hanging from a sting and you ha
to weave the bolt in and out of four wooddmwelsand then going back and giving the rubber band to
the next member without using your hands!

VA-O camein third place and won $25.00. Then several of our members played on another team that was
headed by VAK (Roanokg andthey came in first place so they took the $75.00 and divided it by the three
chapters that made up the team giving-@Aa total of $5M0 for the games.

VA-O did great after the banquet as you all know by now since | called Lynn about 8:05 to tell her the
GREAT NEWS. Pat and Debbie made Virginiads Coupl
With this competition, VAO has lad three District Couples since it started in March 2000. Joe and Nancy
Dé&ufemia in 20@ and Sam and Kathy Straughn in 300

After some dancingandV® di dnét win any money this night 1in
APass theaeThwadhao oiom tunti |l they ran us out at 11F
ni ght! After being run out, we took our cards a

Room to continue to play until midnight! Thisisacutegamand even one that Joe
Tammie was the big winner this time.

VA-O has another new fiout of District/ Regiono mem
friend of many years and has supported-8@#4or several years. Sineééen | i ves up i n DC ¢
a chapter, he is considered to be in Region B not Region N! Mike and Sandy are still membef3 el/&i
though they live out in MO since after attending one or two chapter meetings out there, decided they would
remain members of VAO ! I f things dondét change for Mike &
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come back being VAD members! Living out of Region N and attending any function make it seem that VA
O is really getting around and we get the credit. Vdaya people!

So please put Wingless Weekend on your calendar for 2010.

From a Former VA-O Member

Congratulationgo the 2009 NC District Couple of the Year. We are very pleasetitaiemberand
Judges recognize the contributions that Pat and D&a®kle have made to GWRRAPat and @bbietruly
emulatethe motto "For Friends, Fun, Safety, & Knowledge" and by theienthusiasninspireothers.

Joe and Nancy D'Eufemia
Columbia, MD
Past members of VA,y o u d@lwags in our hearts.

Hi! Everyone,

We would like to first of all thank everyone for their support at Wingless Weekend when we were
awarded the honor of District Couple 2009. We would also like to thank everyone for their best wishes and
congratulations since the award that we haveiveddghrough email, phone calls, and person to person. We
hope to make everyone in V@ and Virginia proud of us. Our plans are to try and make all of the primary

events for Virginia. Our goal i s t o ftheastate soahat Al |
we make it easy for everyone to attend. We currently plan to attend Wing Ding in Tulsa, OK and thank Mike
& Sandy for their invitation. We wi || be attend

Kentucky. So make yourghs VAO t o attend Region ANO to come ou
will have some tough competition, so your support would be greatly appreciated.

Our <calendar is filling up fast. Wetay avithr e a d y
Nanna & PapPap for 3 weeks this summer. However, we will be seeing them, just not on a long term basis.
We are going to try and support not only the state of VA, butO/&s well. We wish everyone the best, and
hope to come out on top at Regio i N O . I f Ot wewvauld nat lmetwhefeave arevtgdlay. You
all have that friendliness, and family, and comedy that keeps everyone together, may you all continue in that
family mode. We love you all VA 000000!

Ride Safe & Often,
Patrick & Debbie Koehler
VA District Couple 2009
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