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VACANT  

Chapter Educator 
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Assistant Chapter Educator 

VACANT   
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Debbie Koehler (bubblesvao@cox.net)  
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Karrin Frankie 
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Chapter Couple of the Year 2009 
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oliverjw@charter.net  (Ollie) & sheran.oliver@charter.net (Sheran)     

Historian  

Melvin Lunsford (crabclaw1@cox.net)  

Ways & Means 

Joe Lieberman (mailto:joe@visi.net) 

Treasurer 
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Patrick Koehler 
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Alternate Webmaster 
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Debbie Koehler (bubblesvao@cox.net)  
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FROM THE DESK OF THE CHAPTER DIRECTOR   

 
ñHappy New Yearò to each of you, I hope you had a very good holiday.  Here at VA-O a lot of plans are 

being made for an exciting year of riding.  If you have any ideas for a ride, please get with one of our staff 

members or me and let us know so we can get it on the schedule.  Some of the planned rides for this coming 

year (2009) are: 

 

1. Valentine Ride to Valentine, VA to mail Valentine cards 

2. Chrome World Ride 

3. Bike Clinic 

4. Train Ride 

5. Menôs Ride 

6. Cowlingerôs Barbecue 

7. Polar Bear Run ï VA-B 

8. Wingless Weekend 

9. Casino Picnic 

 

These are just a few of the planned rides for 2009 with many more to be added.  As you can see VA-O 

will be on the go so start planning now to participate with your chapter.  Remember to keep Tuesday 

nights open starting in May thru September for Tuesday night ice cream rides.  Last year we averaged 

around 25 each Tuesday so letôs try this year to increase the participation. 

   By the time you read this we will have already had two events this year the New Years Day Ride and 

Lobby Day in Richmond.  Remember watch your emails for upcoming events. 

Remember without you there would be no need for the chapter so start now planning to participate 

with your chapter and enjoy what your chapter has to offer.  Riding with your chapter promotes friendship 

and increases your fun while increasing your knowledge of safe riding practices. 

 

   

Keep the Shiny Side Up and the rubber on the road, 

 

   
Joe ñSilver Foxò Dickson   
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From the Desk of the Chapter Educator   
 

Hello VA ï O Members and Friends.  This is a reminder that we need to keep our motorcycles and selves 

ready for winter riding.  To ensure our safe riding during this time of the year we should as a minimum: 

¶ Check and service the tires weekly.  Ensuring correct tire pressure helps the tires wear correctly and 
track correctly on cold and/or wet road surfaces.  Additionally, it enhances correct handling of the 

motorcycle.  Cold weather seems to more readily cause loss of air pressure from tires. 

¶ Check and service batteries weekly.  Cold weather drains batteries more readily. 

¶ Check the coolant system for leaks.  Early detection could save you from a long cold walk. 

¶ Dress in layers: long underwear; heavy pants and shirts (wool, flannel, heavy cotton, corduroy, 
thermal); turtle neck shirt; sweat shirt; sweater; scarf; winter riding suit (one piece or pants and jacket) 

that fit comfortably over all other clothes; the jacket or one piece suit that zips up to the chin is most 

ideal; winter gloves that fit above the wrists and allow you to manipulate the controls on the 

motorcycle; winter socks and boots that keep your feet warm and dry; and winter head skin under the 

helmet w/face shield or full face.  Electric garments are very rewarding during winter riding. 

 

Remember that people driving automobiles are not expecting to see motorcyclists riding this time of year.  

You want to see and be seen.  Ensure all your lights are working.  Reflective devices on clothing are very 

helpful.  Various riding suits have reflective tape on them.  Position your motorcycle in the lane so you can be 

seen, e.g. do not drive in blind spots of vehicles. 

 

Some of the additional obstacles in the area this time of year are deer, leaves, black ice, sand, salt and broken 

road surfaces.  Check weather reports before you depart on your ride.  Spend the night where you are if you 

get caught in a situation where temperatures fall below freezing before you can get home.  Travel the next day 

when temperatures rise and ice on roads melt. 

 

If you get cold while riding, pull into a rest stop, service station, fast food establishment, truck stop or some 

place with heat and get warm before continuing.  Riding while the body is cold is uncomfortable and unsafe.  

You will lose concentration, lose your ability to react in a timely manner to situations and will not correctly 

control the motorcycle.  In every instance that I mention ñyouò é. refers to rider and co-rider. 

 

Be especially careful while riding this time of year.  Use common sense and apply the Rider Education 

training you have received.  Your full attention to detail and alert riding skills are required and should be 

utilized during early morning before the dampness burns off the road and late night when temperatures again 

fall. 

Happy New Year and Ride Safe, 

Bill Lee 
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Your Chapter Couple 2009 

Greetings from your 2009 Couple of the Year.   

 
First and foremost Sheran and I would like to thank the chapter for selecting us to represent VA-O for 

the up coming year.  We pledge to do our best to uphold the outstanding reputation of VA-O and will serve 

with pride and confidence knowing that we represent the best chapter in Virginia. 

 

Now a little bit about us: Sheran and I will celebrate our 20
th
 anniversary in June of this year.  We 

have two wonderful children, Geovani age 22 and James age 18.  In addition to being active members in VA-

O, we are also active in our local American Legion Post 49.  Ollie serves as the Post Sergeant at Arms and 

Sheran serves the Ladies Auxiliary as the Director of the Children and Youth program.  Individually, Sheran 

has owned her own home daycare business for 19 years and currently keeps nine children on a daily basis.  

She is also a distributor for Home Interiors (home décor stuff to us guys), so give her a call if you would like 

more information.  Also noteworthy is that Sheran is originally from Panama and received her U.S. 

citizenship in 1989.  Ollie retired from the Air Force in 2001 and is currently employed by General Dynamics 

Advanced Information Systems at Langley Air Force Base.  Ollie is also a member of the Professional 

Bowlers Association (PBA) and travels to participate in regional and national PBA tournaments.  His next big 

event will be the U.S. Open in April (maybe he will win that $100,000 first prize).  You can really look good 

in a COY vest for 100,000 dollars. 

 

Once again, we thank you for your support and confidence and will see you at the next meeting.  
  

Ollie & Sharen Oliver 
VA -O Chapter Couple 200 9 

 

 
 

Rider:  I want to go riding. 

Co-rider:  But baby its cold outside. 

Rider:  The sun is shining. 

Co-rider:  But baby its cold outside. 

Rider:  No ice, no snow, no rain, roads are clear. 

Co-rider:  But baby its cold outside. 

Rider:  We have heated suits: jacket, pants, gloves. 

Co-rider:  Lets go! 

 

Keep warm, ride safe, and have fun. 

 

Patrick Koehler  



Page 6 of 17 

  
 

Well VA-O Friends,  
 
I would like to wish everyone a Happy New Year.  Letõs attend our events, have fun, and donõt forget about 

Wingless Weekend upcoming.  Be sure to get your registration in by 1 Feb 09 and get ready to dress up at a 

Masquerade Ball.  Wingless  Weekend is 6 -8 Feb 09.  There will be competition for Best Dressed Male & Female 

(prize is $25), Best Theme Dressed Chapter (prize is $50), and Best Performance (prize is $50 and you must 

have a minimum of 4 participants from your chapter).  The District Chapter Couple Competition for 2009 is at 

9:00am in the Hospitality Room, so come on out and support your 2008 Chapter Couple:  Patrick & Debra 

Koehler.  

Debbie Koehler 
VA-O Event Coordinator 

 
Helpful Information  

Motorcycle Safety/Trike Course for 2009  

Northern Virginia Community College ï Loudoun contact Claire Wynn at 703-450-2551 

April 24-26, 2009 

June 19-21, 2009 

September 25-27, 2009 

Tidewater Community College (Portsmouth): contact lrollins@tcc.edu or call 757-822-5247    for more 

information 

        April 17-19, 2009                

May 16, 2009            Advanced S/TEP 

August 15, 2009 Advanced S/TEP 

September 18-20, 2009 

Danville Community College (Danville) contact Mark McFaddin at 434-797-2222 ext.6421 

        May 22-24, 2009 

Central Virginia Community College (Lynchburg)  contact Dennis Phillips at 434-832-7621 

                                                         Email:   phillipsd@cvcc.vccs.edu 

June 26-28, 2009   

New River Community College (Dublin) contact Angie Covey at nrcovea@nr.edu or call    866-462-6722 

mailto:lrollins@tcc.edu
mailto:phillipsd@cvcc.vccs.edu
mailto:nrcovea@nr.edu
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June 5-7, 2009           

October 9-11, 2009 

Other classes will be scheduled as demand warrants. Class costs vary by location. Contact the listed 

Coordinator at each site. 

Class Schedule: (Approximate) 

        Friday          7:00pm ï 10:00pm 

        Saturday:       8:00 pm ï 6:00 pm 

        Sunday          8:00 am -  6:00 pm 

For all other classes contact The Motorcycle Safety League of Virginia, Inc. at 1-888-826-7584  

For additional registration information and directions please click the specific Community College link at the 

Virginia Rider Training Program web site @ www.learn2ride.com. 

Sent in by Karrin Frankie, VA - O 

 

Monthly Humor  

1st  Blond Joke of the Year  

A guy in a bar leans over to the guy next to him and says, "Wanna hear a blonde joke?" 

The guy next to him replies, "Well before you tell that joke, you should know something. I 

am 6' tall, 200 lbs and I am blond. The guy sitting next to me is 6'2, weighs 225 and he's 

blond. The fella next to him is 6'5" and 250 and blond. Now, you still wanna tell that joke?" 

The first guy says, "Nah, not if I'm gonna have to explain it three times." 

to explain it three times."   Author Unknown 

GWRRA VA -Oôs Sick & Shut Ins (Please keep these people in your thoughts and prayers.) 

Ray Hudgins (rt. shoulder operation)  5761 Bennett Pasture, Suffolk, VA. 23435 

Susan Murphy (rt. elbow operation)  1425 Plantation Lakes Cr, Chesapeake, VA 23320 

** You are welcome to send cards, our chapter does send a card out to our sick and shut ins from 
our chapter.   

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.learn2ride.com/
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                VA-0 Inc. (TRADES AND TALENTS ) (9 Dec 08) 
Some VA-O participants willing help each other in times of need.  Some of these people like our Chapter 

Director, Joe Dickson, goes out of his way to help others with their goldwing motorcycles when they need 

mechanical attention or want to add lights, safety chrome, you know the deal.  Some of our folks may have to 

charge like Dan Clarkôs small engine repair but that is because they have a business to run, however, Iôm sure 

the prices are the best you are going to find anywhere and you canôt beat the friendship.  So letôs get back to 

the old America with ñPeople Helping People.ò 

 

 

Akers, Cathy  Mostly cook, some embroidery and Quil ting and ferret 
rescue and some crafts  

 
Clark, Dan     Small engines/equipment repairs  
 
Clarke, Lynn  Antiques (used to have a shop), gardening & furniture 

refinishing  
 
Clarke, Wayne  Swimming pool maintenance & water chemistry, light 

carpentry &  fencing. broad knowledge of building 
materials   
 
Having said all that "were willing to lend a hand 
wherever needed"  
   

Compton, Rick  Pretty good (unlicensed) electrician and a pretty 
good jack - leg M/C mechanic  

 
Dickson, Joe    Motorcycle Mechanic  

 

Dunlop,  Rhea I nterpreter, teach sign language  classes for 
individual or  small group  

 

Frankie, Karrin  Cake Decorating, Scrap - booking, Ceramic knowledge, 
Count- n- Cross Stitching & many type of home crafts  

 
Harris, Stan  Alarms, video & safes(bank equipment - regular job), 

appliances(no Freon though),house electric (but no 
license) & fencing, framing carpentry, most anything 
to repair on a farm or a kennel ,not too bad @ 
turning wrenches  

 
Hudgins, Marylou    Great cook - Sewing- Cares for others      

Great with children an d knows the Bible  
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Hudgins, Ray  General problem solver. Works on old cars -   

Electrical work and general outside work.  Have Chain 
saw will travel.  

 
Koehler, Pat  IT Professional in both applications, operating 

system & networking.  I have 22 IT certificatio ns 
which includes the new Microsoft Certified IT 
Professional in Enterprise Administrator and Support 
in Server 2008.  I can build networks from the ground 
up, from layouts, cabling, to a cabinet of routers & 
switches.  I can troubleshoot and fix PCs, some  
printers, etc.  

 

Norman, Peggy  Sew anything from quilts, motorcycle riding items 
like sleeves, neck - warmers, neckties.   Also making 
the microwave heating pads for your neck now that 
have rice in them and regular neckties  

 

    

Olds, Henry     Mortgage Bank er  
 
Oliver, Sheran    Day Care, Home Interior Consultant & Decorator  
 
Owens, Warren & Sandy  Karaoke/DJ Services:  Private parties, weddings, birthdays 

and special occasions. We host karaoke at 'Rockahock Family 
Campgounds every Thursday night 8 - 12:00 and we do local 
Moose Lodges on Friday night. I also offer some computer 
services (i.e. -  CD labels and covers, business cards, 
organize data bases & report print - outs, flyers, 
announcements, etc.)  

 

Pierce, Tammie  Home canning, bake and decorate cakes, how to 
paint(walls), many crafts, work a garden, cut grass, 
plant flowers, plan parties, work with 
children(Sunday school teacher and Superintendent)  

 
 

Simone,  Don Carpentry, woodworking,  
plumbing, mechanical, house repairs & chain saw work
  
  

Simone, Lynn  Decorat ive painting, some sewing & baking  
 
Thomasson, Rick  Music:  "The Sounds of Yesteryear," Musical 

entertainment for all occasions.  Need a group for a 
private party, social function, wedding or other 
event?  We play Rock n' Roll, 20's - 70's music, 
Dixieland, Mariachi, Ceremonial and Big Band.  Group 
can range in size from a single up to 15 pieces.  
Call for prices and availability.    
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Trumpet Instructor:  Over 40 years teaching 
experience.  List of references and credits furnished 
upon request.  
 

Vic Tufts  JacË ÏÆ ÁÌÌ ÔÒÁÄÅÓƗ -ÁÓÔÅÒ ÏÆ ÎÏÎÅƛ %ØÃÅÌÌÅÎÔ ÂÏÁÔ 
captain, I have a yacht delivery service. I am an 
expert in Merchant Marine Licensing, Training, and 
Career development.  
I am real good at helping others work.  
If you need help call me, I love to watch other s 
work.  

 

Vandegrift, Art  Most types of standard mechanical & electrical (not 
computer type) car repairs, except transmission. Some 
motorcycle repair, including troubleshooting 
electrical probl ems. Telecom & Data -  (my profession) 
Pretty much any kind of ho me repairs, except heating 
& air conditioning & Rhythm guitar (P & W and country 
music)  

 

 
 

JANUARY ï BIRTHDAY   Date (xx) 

Joe Adam ï 01 Debbie Tufts - 07 

Joe Dickson ï 09 Catherine Weathered ï 09 

Marc Fogleman ï 10 Ron Hyson ï 10 

Karrin Frankie ï 13 Donna Lightfoot ï 15 

Beverly Turner ï 17 Sharyn Sullinger ï 18 

Corey Smith ï 21 Ernie Reistad ï 24 

CE Radford ï 26 Vic Tufts ï 26 

Geraldine Pugh ï 30 Belinda Valet - 31 

JANUARY - ANNIVERSARY   Date (xx) 

  

FEBRUARY ï BIRTHDAY   Date (xx) 

Charlome Pierce ï 05 Mary Lou Hudgins 

Ray Maxwell ï 09 Ed Patejak ï 10 

Jerry Turner ï 13 Meagan Manns ï 21 

Chris Dempsey ï 22 Debbie Koehler ï 25 

Mary Frances Lieberman - 25  

FEBRUARY - ANNIVERSARY   Date (xx) 

Joe & Nancy DôEufemia ï 09 Ray & Mary Lou Hudgins - 13 
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UPCOMING EVENT CALENDA R  

January 2009 ï February 2009  

GWRRA VA ñOò  

(ALL DEPARTURES FROM GOLDEN CORRAL -ñGCò OFF JEFFERSON HIGHWAY )  
 

January 31 VA-Oôs Ride to Valentine, VA ï Depart GC at 7:00am VA-O 

February  6-8 Wingless Weekend ï Flyer in this newsletter. VA 

*** Weather permitting impromptu rides will be scheduled at random 

      Keep a check on your emails and telephone messages. 

 

 

 
 

The Gold Wing Road Riders Association (GWRRA) is pleased to announce its 31st annual Wing 
Ding will be in Tulsa, Oklahoma, next year 2009. The event will be held at Tulsa's Expo Square on 
the dates of July 2-5, 2009.  More information and a complete website will be up shortly. For more 
information and registration, please contact GWRRA's Customer Service department at 800-843-
9460.  To register by mail, click here to download and print this year's registration form. 
(Requires Adobe Acrobat Reader) 

Visit www.cityoftulsa.org/VisitTulsa.asp for more information on this great city. 

 (Extracted from the www.wing-ding.org website.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.wing-ding.org/pdf/WD31.pdf
http://www.cityoftulsa.org/VisitTulsa.asp
http://www.wing-ding.org/
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GWRRA Appalachian Region N 

Wanderer Plaque  

 
To read the Updated Rules for Capturing the Wanderer Plaque, GO HERE !!!  

 
The following is where the Wanderer Plaque has been in the last year, where it is now, and  

when YOUR CHAPTER can capture it!!!  

Be sure and *Confirm*  the meeting location and information with the  

Chapter Director "PRIOR TO YOUR DEPARTURE"  for the event!! 

  

NOTE: The "latest" capture is now at the TOP of the table.  

 

State & 

Chapter 
Location Contact Next Event Date 

NC-G 

Pioneer 

Restaurant, 

10914 N.Main 

St. (Rt 311), 

Archdale 

Chapter Director 

Brian & Donna 

Vertefeuille 

336-476-1040 

bubbasgirl@northstate.net 

NC-G Web Site 

CHAPTER SOCIAL  

Thursday 

Feb 5, 2009 

7:30 pm 

 
  

http://www.region-n.org/Region-Plaque.html#RULES
mailto:bubbasgirl@northstate.net
http://www.gwrrancg.org/
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GWRRA VIRGINIA DISTRICT 

NEWS 

OTHER GWRRA & MOTORCYCLING 

NEWS 

VA DISTRICT TIMES FOR 

DECEMBER AVAILABLE  - The 

December 2008 edition of the GWRRA 

Virginia District Times is available on the 

Newsletters Page. To find out what's going 

on around GWRRA Virginia, go here. 

Read all about the results from Rally in 

the Valley®. 

 
NEW CHAPTER DIRECTORS 

ANNOUNCED - District Directors Pat & 

Kathy Hasiak have announced the new 

Chapter Directors that have taken over 

chapters beginning with the new year. To 

download the latest District Staff and 

Chapter Officers listing, click here!!! 

Congratulations to them all, and thanks 

for stepping up to support your chapters. 

Thanks also to the "former" Chapter 

Directors for their years of dedicated 

service to their Chapters and to GWRRA 

VA. . 

 
WINGLESS WEEKEND 2009 SET - The 

GWRRA VA District Wingless Weekend 

2009 has been set for Feb. 6 - 8, at the 

Williamsburg Hospitality House, 

Williamsburg (same location as previous 3 

yrs.). Download registration information 

and a flyer here!!!.  

 
2009 DISTRICT CALENDAR OF 

EVENTS AVAILABLE  - The GWRRA 

VA District Calendar of Events for 2009 

has been posted and is available for your 

future planning purposes. You can view it 

here!!!.  

 
CD CORNER UPDATE - Chapter 

Directors - please check out the updated 

CDCorner for the latest GWRRA 

downloads (guide books, resources, etc.) 

and District information from Pat & 

Kathy. This will be continuously updated 

as information becomes available, so 

please check back often. 

MSLVI ANNOUNCES SIDECAR/TRIKE CLASS 

SCHEDULE FOR 2009 - The Motorcycle Safety 

League of Virginia (MSLVI) has released the sidecar 

/ trike training schedule for 2009. To download the 

schedule and contact information, go here!!!!  

 
REGION N REVISES WANDERER PLAQUE 

RULES - Effective Tues., Nov. 4, Region N has 

revised the rules for capturing the Wanderer Plaque. 

To check out the latest changes, so you will be in 

compliance when you go after the plaque, go here!!!!  

 
BABCOCKS NAMED INTL COY 

COORDINATORS - GWRRA National has 

announced that Bruce & Gayle Babcock, former VA 

District and Region N Couple of the Year, have been 

named International COY Coordinators. They will 

replace Tom & Kathy Peck, who stepped down 

following Wing Ding 30. We are very proud of Bruce 

& Gayle, and know that they will do a fantastic job 

in their new position. 

 
GWRRA ANNOUNCES REVISED NEW 

MEMBER GUIDE  - The Membership Enhancement 

Division has revised the GWRRA "New Member 

Guide." There is lots of information in here for the 

new GWRRA participant and the "seasoned" 

participant as well. To review and/or download a 

copy of the guide, go here!!!!  

 
2009 WING DING SITE NAMED  - GWRRA 

National has announced that Wing Ding 2009 will be 

held at the Expo Square in Tulsa, OK. The theme 

will be "Cruising to the Pow-Wow." Visit the 

www.gwrra.org to keep tabs on arrangements. 

http://www.gwrrava.org/newsltrs.html
http://www.gwrrava.org/images/diststaff010209.pdf
http://www.gwrrava.org/images/ww09reg.pdf
http://www.gwrrava.org/vaevents.html

