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GWRRA VA-O wishes everyone a happy & safe 4
th
 of July month and expresses their 

deepest gratitude for the men and women who fight to keep this country free.  Freedom 

comes with a price and shared by all.  Many thanks go out to those who have fought and 

died to keep this country free.  Happy Independence Day! 

. 

 

 

 

Gold Wing Road Riders Association   

Region ñNò 

District of Virginia 

Virginia District Director: Pat Hasiak 

Virginia Chapter ñOò Director: Joe Dickson 

Williamsburg, Virginia 

 
 

                                                                             July 2009 

                                              

 

 

 

        

Ride the bull.  Have fun! 

 

 

 

 

Play: Oklahoma ï See shows.
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Chapter Directors 

Joe Dickson & Karrin Frankie 

Widetrack48@cox.net 

Karrin.W.Frankie@nao02.usace.army.mil 

Assistant Chapter Director 

VACANT  

Chapter Educator 

William (Bill) Lee III  

wliii@picusnet.com 

Assistant Chapter Educator 

VACANT   

Phone Tree Coordinator & Crew 

Karrin Frankie 

Karrin.W.Frankie@nao02.usace.army.mil 

Margaret Smith 

Brenda Williams (goinagn@cox.net)   

Debbie Koehler (bubblesvao@cox.net)  

Retention & Recruitment/Member Enhancement 

Karrin Frankie 

Karrin.W.Frankie@nao02.usace.army.mil 

 

Email Coordinator  

Lynne Simone (mrginzo@yahoo.com) 

Secretary 

Joann Smith 

Chapter Couple of the Year 2009 

James & Sheran Oliver 

oliverjw@charter.net  (Ollie) & sheran.oliver@charter.net (Sheran)     

Historian  

Melvin Lunsford (crabclaw1@cox.net)  

Ways & Means 

Joe Lieberman (mailto:joe@visi.net) 

Treasurer 

Lynne Simone (mrginzo@yahoo.com)  

Facility/Equipment Coordinator  

Joe Lieberman (mailto:joe@visi.net) 

Newsletter Editor 

Patrick Koehler (patksr@cox.net)  

Southside Coordinators 

Dan Clark (greasmnky3@aol.com)  

Pat Weaver 

Welcome Committee 

Jerry Turner 

Ride Coordinators 

John Bradley & Brenda Williams 

Jbradley46@hotmail.com  

Webmaster 

Patrick Koehler 

patksr@cox.net  

Alternate Webmaster 

Brenda Williams 

goinagn@msn.com   

Special Events Coordinator 

Debbie Koehler (bubblesvao@cox.net)  

Websites 

VA-O (www.gwrravao.org) 

VA District (www.gwrrava.org)  

Law Offices of Tom McGrath (www.motorcyclevirginia.com)  

Breavement Coordinator 

Tammie Pierce (wonderwoman68@cox.net)  
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FROM THE DESK OF THE CHAPTER DIRECTOR   

 
Boy, has it been busy around here.  Chapter VA-O had to split forces the last of June and the first of 

July.  A group from VA-O took off for Tulsa, OK while a group took off for Gywanôs Island Festival and 

supper at Vic and Debbie Tufts.   I understand the group at Vic and Debbieôs had a fantastic meal and a great 

time, I just wish I could have been there because I really enjoy the Festival.   Thanks to all who helped get the 

group to Vicôs and back home safely, this is what makes our chapter so special, people stepping up when 

needed. 

The group who ventured to Tulsa, OK for Wing Ding had a grand time and never rode in the rain (ask 

John and Susan Murphy about rain they took the ERC in the rain).  We rode some fantastic roads, saw the play 

ñOklahomaò, had great food, and best of all we came home safe.  Talk to Ken Breen, he was the only one who 

had bike problems a clogged fuel filter which we fixed in the parking lot.  This just goes to prove donôt forget 

to do you maintenance before you travel.  Thanks to Melvin and Jerry for taking care of the ice cream rides 

while we were gone, I understand Melvin made sure you all got to practice O turns. 

   July 11 chapter O took off for VA-W  for their Poker Run, where we captured the Virginia Travelling 

Plaque.  It was a great day for a ride and VA-W put on a spread of food with some of the best desserts 

anywhere.  When the 50/50 was called VA-O members took both halves.  VA-O was a big winner all the way 

around. 

   We have a lot of rides planned so check the schedule and make plans to come out and enjoy your 

chapter.  Donôt forget without you there, there wouldnôt be a need for a chapter.    

 

Keep the Shiny Side UP and the rubber on the road. 

    
Joe Dickson, VA-O CD 

 

From the Desk of the Chapter Educator   
 

Hello VA-O members and friends.  The Virginia Department of Transportation has a website and publishes 

safety tips for motorcyclists.  I encourage you to view their website for helpful information.  The following 

information comes from that site - 
 
You have a motorcycle classification on your driverôs license, you have checked your motorcycle and it is 
working properly, you have all the right safety gear and your travel buddies are all lined up, so what else 
should you know before hitting the open road?  Before you enjoy the ride, familiarize yourself with highway 

signs designed to alert you to potentially challenging driving conditions. Slow down, be alert and adjust your 
position when approaching the following signs: 
 



Page 4 of 16 

 
Open Joints on Bridge 
This sign is displayed prior to open joints large enough that a motorcyclist could lose control, typically when the joint is parallel or 
no more than 30 degrees from parallel to the traffic lane and the joint is at least 1½ inches wide. 
 
 

 
Bridge Expansion Joints 
This sign is used when a joint across lanes creates a significant bump or is wide enough to cause a traction loss 
in wet weather so that a motorcyclist could lose control. 
 
 
Rough Road, Bump and Uneven Lanes 

These signs are used when certain road conditions, such as gravel or milled pavement, affect the roadway 
surface and create potentially difficult conditions for motorists, especially motorcyclists. 

Motorcycling in Virginia: 

Have a Safe and 
Enjoyable Ride 
Motorcyclist Safety Tips 

 

Continue to ride Safe 

Bill Lee 
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Your Chapter Couple 2009 

Greetings from your Chapter Couple.   
 

July has proven to be a fabulous month for riding!  Sheran and I were pleased to represent VA-O at the 

VA-W poker run.  The poker run was 60+ miles with a one particularly ñSò curved road called Snake Rd (most 

of us wished it was twice as long).  However, keeping with VA-O tradition, we were the largest chapter; won 

the 50/50 drawing, and more importantly, we captured the traveling plaque.  Thank you to everyone who was 

able to make the trip. 

 

Please donôt forget to mark your calendars for two very special events:  22 Aug 09 ï VA-O Casino 

Picnic at New Quarter Park, Williamsburg, VA.  PLEASE NOTE, the All Chapter Picnic at Dorey Park in 

Richmond was rescheduled from 1 Aug to 29 Aug.  If you would like to donate any door prizes or food items 

for the All Chapter Picnic please see your COY or our District COY.  

 

If  you ordered flashlights/safety flashers they have arrived and will be distributed at our next Get-

together.  Iôm also taking orders if anyone else is interested in purchasing this great safety item the cost is $10 

per flashlight. 

 
  

Ollie & Sharen Oliver 
VA -O Chapter Couple 200 9 

 

 
 

Hi! Ya All,  

    Hope everyone had fun at Wing Ding 31 in Tulsa, OK and at Gwynnôs Island Festival.  Deb & I made it 

back safely after covering 4,379 miles on the trip while traveling through the states of Virginia, Kentucky, 

Tennessee, Missoui, Oklahoma, Kansas, Iowa, Minnesota, Wisconsin, Illinois, Indiana, and back home.  We 

were able to make her Dadôs retirement celebration at Smith Mountain Lake and had a good time with family.  

We had lots of people notice Yellow Bird and gave out multiple business cards, hopefully some people will be 

signing up for GWRRA with our number.  The trip was great, the weather couldnôt be better, we only hit light 

rain in Kansas, and other than that, it seem to rain only at night or early in the morning when the bike was 

covered.  The only incident we had the entire trip was near to Salem, VA when an old person in a car was just 

sitting beside an entrance to the freeway.  After one vehicle coming on the freeway went by him,  I then 

proceeded to go by him as well, and it was that time that he pulled out in front of me and I swerved to miss 

him, but my left lane was not clear.  I had checked my rear view mirror but not turned my head around, and my 

co-rider let me know there was a car there so I again swerved the bike and trailer back slightly to the right and 
went right between both vehicles.  If I had been driving my jeep, I would have never made it through.  

Motorcycles are great sometimes for avoiding an accident.  Of course, now my count rises from 14 to 15 the 
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number of times someone has either pulled out in front of me or tried to share my lane since we have had the 

yellow goldwing about 4 ½ years which is really good, considering the red goldwing had that happen once a 

week driving in traffic every day.  Believe me the ERC training and education pays off when needed.  We had 

a good time at Wing Ding, spent too much money, but had a great time seeing the Cowboy Museum, 

Coffeyville (Dalton Gang) Museum, and visiting two zoos:  Des Moines, IA and Louisville, KY.    

 

Patrick Koehler  
 

  
 

Hi! You All Recycled Teenagers ,  
 
The food list on our website  and looking pretty good , so if you havenõt signed up yet, please do so, remember 

there will be a dessert auction, a few prizes for our Casino Picnic, bu t we really do need to know what prizes 

people have so far.  Please email me at bubblesvao@cox.net  and let me know what prizes we have for our 

annual event on 22 August (see flyer in newsletter).  We never send any one away hungry from our event.  A 

big, big THANK YOU for all that have signed up to bring food and for those people who have prizes that we 

can use for games and betting big on.  Oh yes, donõt forget about the next event following our Casino Picnic, 

the A ll Chapter Picnic on 29 August 2009 at Dorey Park, in Richmond, VA.  We have a good picnic planned, 

lots of fun, games, and Chapter Competition.  Thanks go out to our Chapter Couple who have already put 

the word out about the All Chapter Picnic.  Your tast y dessert for an auction to help pay for expenses of 

renting the space will be greatly appreciated, plus any games prizes you care to bring.  There is no cost for the 

All Chapter Picnic so come out and have some fun with your GWRRA family.  

 

Debbie Koehler 
VA-O Event Coordinator 

 

 
 

Need a VA - O T - Shirt?  

     If you are interested in purchasing the VA "O" T-Shirt please contact Susan Berry at 874-5249 or email her at 
govtbkrldy@verizon.net . 
      The shirt that the group usually wears is an orange T Shirt with the VA "O" logo on it.  The cost of the shirt including 

shipping is $11.  There are other colors available, if you are interested in another color please let Susan know what color 
you are interested in.  If you order a shirt in size 2X or 3X there is an additional charge of $2.   

 

 

Monthly Humor  

How Many States Can You Name? 

William, the old priest, made it a practice to visit the parish school one day a week. He walked into the 4th 

grade class, where the children were studying the states, and asked them how many states they could name. 

They came up with about 40 names. William jokingly told them that in his day students knew the names of all 

the states.  

One lad raised his hand and said, 'Yes sir, but in those days there were only 13 states.  

Author Unknown 

mailto:bubblesvao@cox.net
mailto:govtbkrldy@verizon.net
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                VA-0 Inc. (TRADES AND TALENTS ) (9 Dec 08) 
Some VA-O participants willing help each other in times of need.  Some of these people like our Chapter 

Director, Joe Dickson, goes out of his way to help others with their goldwing motorcycles when they need 

mechanical attention or want to add lights, safety chrome, you know the deal.  Some of our folks may have to 

charge like Dan Clarkôs small engine repair but that is because they have a business to run, however, Iôm sure 

the prices are the best you are going to find anywhere and you canôt beat the friendship.  So letôs get back to 

the old America with ñPeople Helping People.ò 

 

 

Akers, Cathy  Mostly cook, some embroidery and Quilting and ferret 
r escue and some crafts  

 
Clark, Dan     Small engines/equipment repairs  
 
Clarke, Lynn  Antiques (used to have a shop), gardening & furniture 

refinishing  
 
Clarke, Wayne  Swimming pool maintenance & water chemistry, light 

carpentry & fencing. broad knowledge of b uilding 
materials   
 
Having said all that "were willing to lend a hand 
wherever needed"  
   

Compton, Rick  Pretty good (unlicensed) electrician and a pretty 
good jack - leg M/C mechanic  

 
Dickson, Joe    Motorcycle Mechanic  

 

Dunlop, Rhea  I nterpreter, teach sign language  classes for 
individual or  small group  

 

Frankie, Karrin  Cake Decorating, Scrap - booking, Ceramic knowledge, 
Count- n- Cross Stitching & many type of home crafts  

 
Harris, Stan  Alarms, video & safes(bank equipment - regular job), 

appliances(no Freon thou gh),house electric (but no 
license) & fencing, framing carpentry, most anything 
to repair on a farm or a kennel ,not too bad @ 
turning wrenches  
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Hudgins, Marylou    Great cook - Sewing- Cares for others      
Great with children and knows the Bible  
 

Hudgins, Ra y General problem solver. Works on old cars -   
Electrical work and general outside work.  Have Chain 
saw will travel.  

 
Koehler, Pat  IT Professional in applications , operating system & 

networking.  I have 22 IT certifications which 
includes the new Microsoft  Certified IT Professional 
in Enterprise Administrator and Support in Server 
2008.  I can build networks from the ground up, from 
layouts, cabling, to a cabinet of routers & switches.  
I can troubleshoot and fix PCs, some printers, etc.  

 

Norman, Peggy  Sew anything from quilts, motorcycle riding items 
like sleeves, neck - warmers, neckties.   Also making 
the microwave heating pads for your neck now that 
have rice in them and regular neckties  

 

Olds, Henry     Mortgage Banker  
 
Oliver, Sheran    Day Care, Home Int erior Consultant & Decorator  
 
Owens, Warren & Sandy  Karaoke/DJ Services:  Private parties, weddings, birthdays 

and special occasions. We host karaoke at 'Rockahock Family 
Campgounds every Thursday night 8 - 12:00 and we do local Moose 
Lodges on Friday night . I also offer some computer services 
(i.e. -  CD labels and covers, business cards, organize data 
bases & report print - outs, flyers, announcements, etc.)  

 

Pierce, Tammie  Home canning, bake and decorate cakes, how to 
paint(walls), many crafts, work a garden,  cut grass, 
plant flowers, plan parties, work with 
children(Sunday school teacher and Superintendent)  

 
Simone,  Don Carpentry, woodworking,  

plumbing, mechanical, house repairs & chain saw work
  

Simone, Lynn  Decorative painting, some sewing & baking  
 
Thomasson, Rick  Music:  "The Sounds of Yesteryear," Musical 

entertainment for all occasions.  Need a group for a 
private party, social function, wedding or other 
event?  We play Rock n' Roll, 20's - 70's music, 
Dixieland, Mariachi, Ceremonial and Big Band.  Group 
can range in size from a single up to 15 pieces.  
Call for prices and availability.    
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Trumpet Instructor:  Over 40 years teaching 
experience.  List of references and credits furnished 
upon request.  
 

Vic Tufts  *ÁÃË ÏÆ ÁÌÌ ÔÒÁÄÅÓƗ -ÁÓÔÅÒ ÏÆ ÎÏÎÅƛ %ØÃÅÌÌÅÎÔ boat 
captain, I have a yacht delivery service. I am an 
expert in Merchant Marine Licensing, Training, and 
Career development.  
I am real good at helping others work.  
If you need help call me, I love to watch others 
work.  

 

Vandegrift, Art  Most types of stan dard mechanical & electrical (not 
computer type) car repairs, except transmission. Some 
motorcycle repair, including troubleshooting 
electrical probl ems. Telecom & Data -  (my profession) 
Pretty much any kind of home repairs, except heating 
& air conditioni ng & Rhythm guitar (P & W and country 
music)  

 

 
JULY ï BIRTHDAY   Date (xx) 

Ed Harrah ï 07 Joe Lieberman ï 11 

Tom Sims ï 11 Lynn Patejak ï 18 

Trey Bebb ï 20 Don Simone - 23 

Joyce Kellar - 24  

JULY - ANNIVERSARY   Date (xx) 

Ray & Tammie Pierce ï 04 Bret & Linda Wethered - 04 

Jim & Sheila Hairston - 31  

AUGUST ï BIRTHDAY   Date (xx) 

Tatianna Damon ï 05 Nancy DôEufemia - 09 

Dennis Cassada ï 16 Milton Jones ï 18 

Mike Valet ï 18 Tammie Pierce - 21 

Joan Thomasson - 24 Sue Berry - 25 

AUGUST - ANNIVERSARY   Date (xx) 

John & Charlome Pierce ï 18 Rick & Joan Thomasson ï 19 

Wayne & Lynn Clarke - 25  
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UPCOMING EVENT CALENDA R  

July 2009 ï August 2009  

GWRRA VA ñOò  

(ALL DEPARTURES FROM GOLDEN CORRAL -ñGCò OFF JEFFERSON HIGHWAY )  
 

July 25 VA-U Poker Run ï Depart GC @ 8:00am VA-U 

 28 Tuesday night Ice Cream Ride ï Depart GC @ 7:00pm VA-O 

August 04 Tuesday night Ice Cream Ride ï Depart GC @ 7:00pm VA-O 

 08 Open Date VA-O 

 11 Tuesday night Ice Cream Ride ï Depart GC @ 7:00pm VA-O 

 14-16  Cass Railroad Weekend ï Cass, West VA ï Depart GC 

TBD 

VA-O 

 18 Tuesday night Ice Cream Ride ï Depart GC @ 7:00pm VA-O 

 22 Casino Picnic ï New Quarter Park, Williamsburg, VA ï 

Arrive at 7:00am to setup, first bike out at 9:00am. 

VA-O 

 25 Tuesday night Ice Cream Ride ï Depart GC @ 7:00pm VA-O 

 29 All Chapter Picnic @ Dorey Park, Richmond, VA ï 

Depart GC @ 8:00am 

VA-O 

*** Weather permitting impromptu rides will be scheduled at random 

      Keep a check on your emails and telephone messages. 

 

 
 

Wing Ding 32 

Register Now 

Details 

June 30, 2010 through July 3, 2010  

Iowa Events Center 

Des Moines, IA USA 

 

Brochure: http://www.wing-ding.org/ 

 

 

Make your housing reservations early. Paste in your browser for Wing Ding 32's housing site > http://www.wing-


